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CRAIG PEACOCK — FINANCIAL SETTLEMENT 
Statement by Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade) [2.01 pm]: I rise to update 
the house on the government’s financial settlement with Mr Craig Peacock, the former state trade commissioner 
in Japan. Mr Peacock represented the Western Australian government in Japan for 17 years. His employment as 
commissioner was terminated by the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation on 1 February 2019 for 
misconduct. In March 2019, the Corruption and Crime Commission published the Report on the WA commissioner 
in Japan, after which it delivered an opinion of serious misconduct and reported that Mr Peacock had for many 
years been enriching himself at the state’s expense and betraying the trust placed in him. Those cost-of-living 
allowances and other payments totalled nearly $500 000. 

Prior to the CCC report being published, the state successfully obtained a freezing order against Mr Peacock and 
commenced breach-of-contract proceedings against him. In May 2019, Mr Peacock signed a deed of settlement 
with the state for him to reimburse $541 627.19 in settlement of any claims. As Mr Peacock had no identifiable 
assets in Australia, the state successfully applied to the Tokyo District Court to have the Australian judgement 
recognised in Japan. Mr Peacock appealed against the Tokyo District Court’s decision and on 26 February 2021, 
the Tokyo High Court dismissed his appeal. To recover moneys from Mr Peacock, the state commenced enforcement 
proceedings against Mr Peacock in Japan. On 31 January 2022, the Japanese court held a distribution hearing and 
determined that the state be allocated $413 310.64. 

In response to the CCC report, the government commissioned an independent review and two audits of the 
Western Australian international investment and trade office network. An implementation plan was subsequently 
developed, which consolidated the 100 recommendations from the review and audits into 20 actions. JTSI and 
the state government have since implemented extensive reforms to improve investment and trade outcomes for 
the state and to strengthen financial and corporate governance controls across the international network. This 
includes implementation of a department-wide finance system to facilitate financial decision-making and 
accountability across the international network, as well as a new fraud and corruption risk management framework 
and processes. 

Mr Peacock’s conduct as commissioner was unacceptable and our efforts over the past three years to recover moneys 
owing to the state demonstrates the government’s commitment to holding Mr Peacock accountable for his actions. 
WA’s commitment to rebuild our new overseas investment and trade network with our new impressive trade 
commissioners, our increased corporate governance controls and accountability, and the network’s alignment with 
the state’s economic and cultural priorities, will reap incredible benefits for the people of WA. We know that the 
state has a prosperous future ahead as we look overseas, and our reforms to the system will improve this safely and 
responsibly in the months and years ahead. 
 


	CRAIG PEACOCK — FINANCIAL SETTLEMENT
	Statement by Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade


